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The end of Saul’s life shows the tragic contrast between Israel’s first king and King David. Both
kings were chosen by God; both were gifted rulers; but they chose very different paths. Saul
chose the path of self-reliance and pride; David chose the path of humility and obedience. The
only path for a true disciple is a life of humble obedience to God.

I love the words of 1 Samuel 30:6: “But David strengthened himself in the Lord his God.” When
you are weak, strengthen yourself in God. What a wonderful promise to disciples: when you

D 29 are weak, rely on His power.
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ORI 2 Imagine that you are David hearing the news that Saul is dead. Will you rejoice that your
[J2 Samuel 2 enemy is dead? Or will you mourn like David (2 Sam 1:17-27)?
TR 3 In 2 Samuel 3:33-34, David mourned the death of Abner, Saul’s cousin and the commander of
72 Samuel 3 | Saul’s army. Disciples have a humble spirit; they do not rejoice at the suffering of an enemy.
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BN These chapters are the high point of David’s reign. He has political success, uniting all Israel
72 Samuel 7 | under his authority (2 Sam 5). He has military success, defeating the Philistines who had
plagued Israel for decades (2 Sam 5). He has religious success, returning the Ark of the
Ofr 8 Covenant to Jerusalem (2 Sam 6). He has spiritual success, as God makes a covenant between
M2 Samuel 8 | Himself and David (2 Sam 7). Why did God pour such blessings on David? Because David was
faithful to God. In response to David’s faithfulness, God gave victory over David’s enemies.
BE N
0o Sam9ue1 9 In 2 Samuel 5:19-25, David repeatedly “inquired of God.” Disciples carefully seek God’s

direction for life.
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These chapters are a terrible warning to disciples. After the great victories in 2 Samuel 1-

10, David falls into sin. He commits adultery with Bathsheba and then murders her
husband to cover his sin. The rest of 2 Samuel will show the result of that sin.

Even in David’s sin, he showed his spirit of humility. Saul blamed others for his failures;

OHCE 13 David confesses his sin (2 Sam 12:13). What is your response when God convicts you? Do
2 Samuel 13 | you repent, or do you excuse your actions? Disciples are quick to repent of sin.
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These chapters show the consequences of sin. God warned David, “I will raise up evil
against you out of your own house” (2 Sam 12:11). This judgment was fulfilled when
Absalom, David’s favorite son, divided the nation in a civil war which did not end until
Absalom is killed.
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Even in his years of suffering for his sin against Bathsheba, David showed the humble
spirit of a disciple.

-He mourned the death of Absalom, who had led the nation into civil war (2 Samuel
18).

-After the war, David pardoned his enemies (2 Samuel 19)
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FRABN | X ANREER, XRET TIRTA?
Weekly What did the Holy Spirit teach you from God’s Word this week?
Summary | g NERGRNZ B ?  Is there a SIN you should avoid?

A — YRR %S ELUR 2 s there a PROMISE you should claim?
HEAE —MTE AR Z KB ? Is there an ACTION you should take?
HEA AN ERNIZIE T ? Is there a COMMAND you should obey?
HEA NI SZIRNZIE RGN ? Is there an EXAMPLE you should follow?
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2 Samuel 22 also shows David’s trust in God. This is a song of praise for deliverance from
)2 Samuel his enemies. 2 Samuel 23:1-7 records David’s final testimony. These are words of praise
22 and trust in God. Disciples live by their faith in God’s goodness.
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1
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Chronicles reviews the same history as 1&2 Samuel and 1&2 Kings. The focus of

Opift&E 2 | Chronicles is the hope of God’s promise. By the time Chronicles was written, Israel had
been carried into exile. Chronicles focuses on the hope that God will restore Israel.

(11 Chron 2
I suggest that you read quickly through the chapters of genealogies. But as you read them,
look for signs of hope. Disciples are people of hope!
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Mok
1 Chron 3 .

. The story of Jabez shows hope in a person’s name. The name Jabez (1 Chron 4:9-10)
HREE 4 | sounds like the Hebrew word for “pain.” Jabez prayed that God would bring blessing
"1 Chron 4 instead of pain into his life. “And God granted what he asked.” This story reminds us that

if we call on God (even in times of pain), He will hear and answer our prayer.
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PifR&E £ 6 | Where is the hope in these chapters? The genealogies show that God had not forgotten His
1 Chron 6 people. If you are a disciple of Jesus, rejoice that God will never forget you.
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(1 Chron 7
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CFACE 8 The only part of Saul’s story included in Chronicles is his death. In a book about
- faithfulness to God, the story of the death of Saul reminds us that disciples must be
1 Chron 8 faithful. The story of Saul shows the consequences of unfaithfulness.
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11 Chron 11 God’s judgment on Uzzah (1 Chronicles 13) seems severe. However, God knew that if His
people were to honor God as a holy God, they must respect His laws about the sanctity of
A& L 12 | holy things. God is holy, and His people must treat Him as holy. Disciples honor God as
71 Chron 12 holy.
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Weekly What did the Holy Spirit teach you from God’s Word this week?
Summary

BEA —DIRREIRN 1% P82 Is there a SIN you should avoid?
BHIEH DR RAIRN %S ? 1s there a PROMISE you should claim?
BEA —MTEIREAR N ZFKELUF) ? Ts there an ACTION you should take?
BHEA NS RNIZIE R ? Is there a COMMAND you should obey?
HIEH—ANRIER RN 1ZIBFER? Is there an EXAMPLE you should follow?
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Michal mocked her husband David for his celebration when the Ark of the Covenant was

returned to Jerusalem (1 Chron 15:29). In Michal’s eyes, David was “undignified.” But
David could not control his joy. Disciples rejoice in God’s goodness.

We saw that James is a book of practical discipleship. We could call Proverbs a guide to
wise discipleship. In each chapter of Proverbs, choose one verse that gives wisdom for your
daily life as a disciple.

Copy your “verse for the day” from Proverbs 1.
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Disciples love wisdom. Proverbs 2:4-5 shows the price of wisdom. How much do you value
wisdom? Do you search for wisdom as diligently as you would search for hidden treasure?

Copy your “verse for the day” from Proverbs 2.

A=
Wednesday

IfRELE 21
[J1 Chron 21

R E 22
(11 Chron 22

ML E 23
(01 Chron 23

05 3
[/Proverbs 3

[ TEENTEOAF R BB R R 3:5-7) « LI ELCAER, SBUEK. R2EE
SEAEAE S E QR R
MK E 3 BRI TIRK "HZY".

Disciples trust God fully. Trust in God leads to wisdom (Prov 3:5-7). Trusting in our own
heart leads to folly. Do you trust in God or in your own wisdom?

Copy your “verse for the day” from Proverbs 3.
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L 25 Disciples live careful lives. They walk in a “straight path” (Prov 4:25-27). They refuse to
turn away to evil. Look at your life — your marriage, finances, job, ethics, speech, etc. Do
711 Chron 25 | you walk in a “straight path” in each of these areas?
AR E 26 Copy your “verse for the day” from Proverbs 4.
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CiChronay | MWEH 5 EHHE IR " AL
Tt I 28 David’s charge to Solomon includes two instructions. He commands Solomon to “know
God” and to “serve Him with a whole heart and a willing mind.” Disciples know God.
71 Chron 28 | Knowing God is more than “knowing about God.” To “kmow God” means to have a
AE 29 relationship with God. Do you know God?
"1 Chron 29 Copy your “verse for the day” from Proverbs 5.
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Z
A Disciples love what God loves and hate what God hates. Read the seven things God hates
1 Kings 2 (Prov 6:16-19). Are you careful to avoid these areas of sin?
=6 Copy your “verse for the day” from Proverbs 6.
[Proverbs 6
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Weekly What did the Holy Spirit teach you from God’s Word this week?
Summary | g —ANSERRRHZSEEE?  Is there a SIN you should avoid?

BEA — DR EARM %S B ? Ts there a PROMISE you should claim?
BHIEH —MTERARN1Z KB ? Is there an ACTION you should take?

B N4 VRNAZE T ? Is there a COMMAND you should obey?
HIEH—ANRFER RN 1ZIEBFER? Is there an EXAMPLE you should follow?
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The books of 1 & 2 Kings give many warnings to disciples. As you read the story of Israel’s
decline and fall, watch for the actions that led to her failure.

1 Kings 1-10 are the high point of Israel’s history. Solomon’s early reign showed great
potential (1 Kings 3-10). God promised to give Solomon wisdom and prosperity. When
Solomon was faithful to God, his reign was successful. He was wise (1 Kings 3); he had
great wealth (1 Kings 4); he built a beautiful Temple (1 Kings 5-8).

Copy your “verse for the day” from Proverbs 7.
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The high point of Solomon’s reign was building the Temple in 1 Kings 5-6. The Temple
was the sign of God’s presence among His people. If Israel remained faithful to God, God
would dwell among His people in the Temple. God blesses faithful disciples with His
presence and glory.

Copy your “verse for the day” from Proverbs 8.
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Disciples seek wisdom and run from folly.
-List three characteristics of wisdom in Prov 9:1-12.

-List three characteristics of folly in Prov 9:13-18.

Copy your “verse for the day” from Proverbs 9.
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Just as 2 Samuel 11 began the story of David’s decline because of sin, 1 Kings 11 begins the
story of Solomon’s decline. Through political marriages and unwise alliances, Solomon
soon turned to other gods.

Proverbs 10-29 is a collection of “wise sayings” on a variety of topics: marriage, family, the
tongue, pride, laziness, money, etc. From each of these chapters, choose one verse that
applies to your life as a disciple. Copy that verse into this reading journal and meditate on
it throughout the day.

Copy your “verse for the day” from Proverbs 10.
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These chapters repeat the story of Solomon’s reign. The story of Solomon’s reign
encouraged the returning exiles to be faithful to God alone. Disciples remain faithful to
God.

Copy your “verse for the day” from Proverbs 11.
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"2 Chronicles
6 2 Chronicles 7:14 gives a wonderful promise to disciples: if we call on God, He will hear
OfRET 7 | us.
Ch “...if my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray and seek my
-2 Chrony face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive
O ET S their sin and heal their land.”
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Weekly What did the Holy Spirit teach you from God’s Word this week?
Summary | g — R RARNIZEHEE? s there a SIN you should avoid?

BEA DR EAR N 1Z S B ? Ts there a PROMISE you should claim?
BHIEH —MTEIRARN1Z KB ? Is there an ACTION you should take?

B EAE ML VRN %4572 s there a COMMAND you should obey?
HIEH—NRFERIRNIZE R ? Is there an EXAMPLE you should follow?
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